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Thank you for your interest in the 
National Churches Trust. We support 
churches, chapels and meeting houses 
all across the UK, enabling them to 
remain at the heart of the communities 
for which they were built and to play 
an integral part in all of our lives. 

Places of worship are valued for many 
reasons. Where one finds spiritual solace, 
another finds inspirational architecture. 
Some churches provide poignant family 
memories, whilst others are commended 
for their presence in the community and 
the work they do in bringing local people 
together. An unparalleled mix of history, 
architecture, art and spirituality, churches 
form the centrepiece of cities, towns and 
villages across the United Kingdom. Once 
gone they will be lost forever.

Our Cornerstone Grants scheme enables 
us to award eight significant sums of 
around £40,000 to churches that are 
tackling major works each year and we 
rely on our Cornerstone Club members 
to help us raise sufficient funds.

The difference our donors can make 
for places of worship and their local 
communities is immeasurable and 
instrumental in ensuring our heritage 
is preserved for future generations. 
Together we can fund the urgent 
structural repairs which are needed 
to make church buildings wind and 
watertight, elements which are 
fundamental to building conservation 
and daily use. 

Thank you for your support.

Cornerstone Grants and our work 

Impact of a Cornerstone Grant – 
St Martin’s Church, Womersley, North Yorkshire 

The Church 
St Martin’s is a Grade I listed rural church 
in the ancient parish of Womersley, 
North Yorkshire. There is mention in the 
Domesday Book of a church on the site. 
Notable interior features include a 13th 
century stone effigy of a knight, a medieval 
prayer carved on a south door jamb and 
an unusual 17th century Spanish tiled 
mural of the Last Supper. The bulk of the 
interior was renovated in the 19th century 
and includes a magnificent rood screen 
and painted ceilings by Bodley and stained 
glass by Kempe. 



The work has raised greater awareness of the historic significance of the building in 
this small rural parish; so much so that a second major project to restore the interior 
of the building to celebrate one of the best examples of Victorian revival in northern 
England is underway. Funding from the National Churches Trust, and others, 
enabled us to make the structure of the church wind and watertight. The grant from 
the National Churches Trust was particularly welcome because it enabled us to 
complete all the work needed and not store up problems for future generations. 

With a renewed love for the building and an appreciation for its historical 
significance the parish is undertaking the ambitious restoration of the interior to see 
it restored to its former glory. Generous funders like the National Churches Trust 
make this possible.

Revd. Canon Andrew Martlew, Rector

The Outcome

The Project 
Urgent and extensive repairs were 
needed to protect the building from the 
elements and to prevent damage to the 
historic interior. 

The parish of 950 people set about 
raising £285,000 and applied to the 
National Churches Trust for support.  
A grant of £40,000 was awarded in 2014 
and the parish were very appreciative of 
the help given to secure the long term 
future of the church, both as a place of 
worship and a place of historic interest.
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The National Churches Trust is the independent national charity dedicated to 
preserving, promoting and supporting all churches, chapels and meeting houses 
of historic, architectural and community value across the UK.

For more information about our work:
visit www.nationalchurchestrust.org
find us on facebook (National Churches Trust) & twitter (NatChurchTrust)
follow our blog nationalchurchestrust.wordpress.com
or contact us on 020 7222 0605
or at 7 Tufton Street, London SW1P 3QB


